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Baker's playing:is more than moody waft- i
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iBaker’s singing yeveals an even closer.view of
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traying a tendency of jazz vocalists since |
nis Armstrong, Baker forgot the written lyrics |
5 Just Friends’” at one point and tell back on his!
At singing. But unlike many jazz singers, Baker's '
voeal improvisations are free of extraneous syllab- -
ctencumbrances. Every sung note, like every:
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Hlis band gamely followed the trumpeter's incal- gl
cuﬁgb\e pauses and sudden SWOOPS. Pianist David

Hazeltine’s solos invariably quickexied the music’s |
ise with incisively swinging bursts of bop

rummer Joel Spencer added just the right
am junt -of sinew {0 _Baker‘s ean constructjons. |

dmirable bassist -Skip Crumby-Bey seemed 10
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@fhet Baker will perform again at

fﬁi@};‘lazz Gallery, 932 E. Center St.
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